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Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicants' Duty of Disclosure imposed by 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and 
in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, 1.98 and the Manual of 
Patent Examining Procedure § 609, Applicants would like to bring the references 
listed on the attached PTO Form- 1449 to the attention of the Examiner in charge of 
this application. The Examiner's independent and thorough review of each of the 
references is solicited. Copies of the cited references are enclosed. 

The information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is being 
filed within three months of the filing date of the application or date of entry into the 
national stage of an international application or before the mailing date of a first 
Office action on the merits, whichever event occurs last as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b). 

The information is filed pursuant to Applicants' Duty of Disclosure and may 
be material to the Examiner for examination in this case. However, the citation of 
the attached references in this Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to 
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Pursuant to 37 CFR.1.8 I certify that this correspondence is being deposited on the date indicated 
below with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail addressed to the Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 
Date 




constitute an admission that any patent or other reference referred to herein is "prior 
art" for this invention. In this regard, Applicants expressly reserve the right to 
contest that any of the references constitute "prior art". 

The Examiner is requested to indicate such independent and thorough review 
by initialing the PTO Form- 1449 and forwarding a copy with the next Official 



Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
P.O. Box 33427 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55133-3427 
Telephone: (612) 736-7929 
Facsimile: (612) 736-4517 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 



In addition to references already of record, the references listed on the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449 are submitted for consideration. 

I hereby certify that these references were cited in the PCT Search Report 
for the PCT application corresponding to the above U.S. application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. The Search Report was mailed 
November 24, 1999 and received in our office November 29, 1999. 

Copies of these references are enclosed along with a copy of the Search 

Report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Carolyn V. Peters 
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ElPursuant to 37 CFR 1.8 I certify that this correspondence is being deposited on the date 
indicated below with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington D.C. 20231 



December 2£ 1999 



Signature, 



Caroline S. Gibbs 



